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copy Chinese paintings so quite naturally artists
wanted to imitate the ban idea too/' said Mr. Hat-
tori. The first ban used on pictures in Japan were
made of ivory, copper or wood. It was not until
the Tokugawa era that people other than officials
and artists became seal conscious. By then the art
had been highly developed. However, the ban was
still used only by the upper classes.
"Since the Meiji Restoration (i868)> even
middle and lower class people have acquired seals*
Because of this the artistic standard has been
lowered and the few real artists find their clientele
decreasing," said Mr. HattorL
"Now there are only ten first class ban attists
in Tokyo and about thirty in all Japan. I fear
the number will become smaller and smaller as
the years go on/' said the artist sadly. "When
we older artists die thete won't be many who are
willing to apprentice the long years in ordet to
take our places. Mote, and more out clientele is
being confined to artists and writers* \There will
be less and less non-professional work,"1
"To produce ban which are really great works
of art," said the artist, "a man must be something
1 Mr. Hattori has made seals for such people as the for-
mer Marquis Tokugawa, Baron Takakiooi Mitsui, Baron
Kishichiro Ofcura and a host of others among Japan's elite*